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Upcoming Events 
3/25 - Georgia Death Race 
3/9 - State ARES Meeting 
4/6-7 - Georgia State Parks on the Air 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/539409114342595 
4/6-7 - Alabama State Parks on the Air 
4/8 - Total Solar Eclipse 
4/20 - Spring Swap Meet, Cumming 
4/27 - Savannah Area Swap Meet 
https://coastalamateurradiosociety.net/woW4LHSblog/? 
page id=1357 
5/4 - Athens POTA Sprint 


5/11 - Tailgate & Swap Meet, Forsyth 


Georgia on My Mind is a monthly newsletter of 
the ARRL, Georgia Section, highlighting the activi- 
ties of Amateur Radio Operators and Clubs within 
the State. 


To submit pictures, articles, or notices, please 


email the editor Karen Spradlin, K4LJS, at 
GeorgiaSectionARRL@gmail.com before the 5th of 
each month. 
To see previous issues of Georgia on My Mind: 
https://drive.google.com/drive 


folders/1rbZFGq9k5JO45dYC4IVOQNgB-_ 6TqyO-S?usp=sharin 


The Dalton Hamfest was held Feb 24. One of the 
biggest Hamfests in the state, it was well attend- 
ed with 


ye 
Felton Floyd AF4 
Frank DeanK4SJR 
Lee Stone KT4LS 
N. GA Club W4QQ 


n ‘A _ North Georgia ~~ 
XN Rimateur Radio Club 
asia 


The State ARES Meeting was March 9th 


Jim Millsap, K9APD - Class on EOC Operations 


aaa 


Frank Dean, K4SJR - Class on Portable / Field Ops 


Hank Blackwood, 
K4HYJ, Georgia 
Section Manager, 
welcomes every- 
one to today’s 
meeting. 


NW GA SORBA Snake Time Trials 


Awild time was had Saturday, 3/09/24 as rain, the 
day before, created all sorts of complications - for 
Racers and Hams alike. 


The day began with rain and downed trees block- 
ing forest service roads along the course. Certified 
USFS Sawyers were called in to clear the trees 
just about 0630 local time. As the sun rose, it was 
clear that the trailer bridge for the Upper Creek ar- 
ea would not provide a safe way for racers to 
cross the deep and swift waters that were part of 
the aftermath of the rain. The call was made 
around 0715 to move the 35 and 50 mile racers to 
the same start line as the 18 milers at Snake 
Creek Gap. This unleased a maelstrom of traffic 
for the NCS Eric Smith, K4AZM atop John's Moun- 
tain. Cool under pressure, Eric was able to pass 
traffic between the aid stations who all use simplex 
to reach net control. It was hectic to say the least. 


We had several Whitfield County CERT members 
on site as well to provide first aid. Even after the 
race was shortened, they volunteered, serving 
food to hungry finishers. Many of the CERT and 
SORBA volunteers are licensed amateurs as well. 


As the day progressed, things smoothed out rather 
quickly. Many Hams, set to work the second shift, 
were able to skip altogether as the entire race was 
shortened. In the end, everyone made it off trail 
safely and valuable lessons were learned. We al- 
ways welcome questions, comments, and volun- 
teer requests via email to N4JGW @arrl.net. 


Volunteer Amateur Radio Operators included: 


Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ_ | Jonathan Williams, N4JGW 
Ed Walraven, KM4IOA Greg Deslattes, KOVD 
Murdock Gragg, W4JNR_ | Gil Johnson, AG4JO 
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Whitfield County 
CERT (Community 
Emergency Re- 
sponse Team) vol- 
unteers 


Active Youth in LaFayette 


ARRL School Club Roundup httos://www.arrl.org/school-club-roundu 


There are two School Club Roundups during each school year in October and February. Each 5-day event 
runs Monday through Friday from 1300 UTC Monday through 2359 UTC Friday. A station may operate no 
more than 6 hours in a 24-hour period, Sa a maximum of 24 hours of the 107 hour event. 
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The third full school week of October. 
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LoFoyette Middle School 


February 12-16, 2024 
The Ramblers, W4LMS — LaFayette Middle School, LaFayette, GA, 
Jody Carter, Sponsor 


The Rambler Radio Club came in 3" place for Middle Schools, 
nationwide both times! 
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Pictured below are the Ramblers, at their booth, at the Dalton Hamfest, February 24 
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Active Youth in Lilburn 


Lilburn Elementary ARISS 


—=_ 


ARISS 


nthe International Space Station 


, February 7, 2024, Amateur Radio on the Internation- 
al Space Station (ARISS) participated in radio con- 
tact between an astronaut aboard the International 
!Space Station (ISS) and students at the Lilburn Ele- 
#@mentary School located in Lilburn, GA. ARISS con- 
ducts 60-100 of these special amateur radio contacts 
_ each year between students around the globe and 
crew members with ham radio licenses aboard the 
_.'SS. 


“ ‘Lilburn is a K-5, Title |, a 
public school serving nearly 1,350 students, ages 5-11 years. The school’s 
current curriculum includes relevant STEM and Computer Science topics 
across all grade levels and disciplines. In advance of this ARISS contact, stu- 
dents also learned more about Earth’s systems, robotics, and emergency 
communications. In STEM classes, students used the Design Thinking Pro- \ 

- cess to solve, 
real-world prob-\ 
lems in space= 
such as howl 
"yt people can one§g 
=e, day live on the 
=smoon, designing 
solutions for the 
spidernaut ex- 
™periment, as well as how to grow food in 
aSpace. Computer science and STEM teach- 
ers that attended a Space Pioneers Amateur 
Radio Kit Initiative (SPARKI) workshop then 
showed students, using lessons and activi- 
ties, how to communicate through radio. For example, fifth graders in STEM classes built a modified tele- 
graph to communicate between classrooms using the telegraph key. In the electricity unit, students used 
circuit kits (like the ones provided by SPARKI) and Makey-Makey kits to create simple circuits. 


The school worked with members of the Gwinnett American 
Radio Society (GARS), ARRL, and the North Fulton Amateur Jaks AASeSLol mn mee LU LAT 

Radio League (NFARL). Members of these local ham radio or- M@MSMeteiNes ls R RelA LER UE: oR conta 
ganizations (NRARL) helped with the technical aspects of ham 
radio operation on the campus and with conducting the ARISS € re (3 


y 


contact. This was a direct contact via Amateur Radio allowing 
students to ask their questions of astronaut Jasmin Moghbeli, 
KISWSL. Amateur radio operators used call sign K4RGK while = 
operating the ground station to establish and maintain the ISS = 

connection. R 


Grebyonkin Barratt | Dominick Epps 
RggDSE KDsMU | KCOTQR KF5QNU 
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Next month, Mountain View Elementary in Woodstock will es- 08, 


tablish their own contact with ARISS. It is rare for a single state Min 
to be awarded two contacts in a single year!! NY 
ie 


Club Exhibits Teamwork 


Coastal Amateur Radio Society 


Modern Day Tom Sawyer and HF Improvements 
January 12, 2024 Bryan Strickland 


It’s like it came out of a Mark Twain novel from the 
old days. There they were, all four of them working 
at Russ’ house, assembling, installing, and tuning 
his new 

. Russ was comfortably nestled in a folding 
chair directing and supervising. It brings to mind a 
young Tom Sawyer oan his buddies to white- 
wash the fence. ae 


It really came ae 
down to club mem- 
bership wanting to 
combine the efforts 
of helping a fellow 
ham while gaining 
the experience and 
education of in- 
stalling a perma-ga 
nently mounted HF ® 
antenna. Jack, 
NW4TF and Low- 
ell, NY4D were the 
experienced anten- 
na gurus on site. 
Jack, with his me- 
chanical prowess, 
and Lowell, with his deep understanding of the way 
antennas behave in certain situations, were the 
perfect combination of minds to help get this done. 
Also on the scene to help were Kevin, KQ4NCF 
and Tim, KN4GAN. They are two of our newest 
CARS club members who are eager to learn and 
help out their fellow 
club members. 


Jack had already 
=—been on site to in- 
_ stall the base in the 


through 
40m HF antenna 
and getting it air- 
borne and upright. 
new guys 
instrumental 


could be adjusted and tuned to Russ’ needs. Russ 
likes to check in on the daily net on 
7.251mhz and his’ other favorite is  hunt- 
ing on SSB. He will use his existing 
Cobbweb antenna for 


Jack used his antenna analyzer to check the SWR 
on the most used frequencies. Thank goodness 
Timothy and Kevin were eager to raise and lower 
the mast several times to make these adjustments. 


After several adjustments, acceptable SWR read- 
ings were obtained and it was time to call it quits. 
Because she never disappoints, Lynn KD4POC 
had warm homemade poundcake on hand with hot 
coffee. There are no pics of the cake and coffee 
feast due to the author stuffing his mouth but rest 
assured it was delicious and it hit the spot. 


In the end, it was a rewarding experience of edu- 
cation and fellowship. This kind of accomplished 
mission is what club membership is all about. It’s 
not just about paying to use the repeaters every 
year, its about learning and expanding your 
knowledge while spending time with friends. 


Solar Eclipse 


Total Solar Eclipse — April 8, 2024 


Please help spread the word to your club about 
April’s upcoming scientific event. 


PATH OF TOTALITY «(= 
B APRIL 8, 2024 aa Pe 


celestial event will be followed widely by hams be- 
cause of the sudden and dynamic changes that 
occur in the ionosphere during an eclipse. While 
much is known about ionospheric propagation, 
much is still to be learned. And this will be the last 
solar eclipse in North America for nearly 20 years. 


ARRL is partnering with HamSCl — the Ham Radio 
Science Citizen Investigation to encourage ama- 
teurs to get on the air and operate as part of 
the The HamSCl Festivals of Eclipse lonospheric 
Science. Propagation experiments will include the 
Solar Eclipse QSO Party using CW, FT4/8, SSB 
and other digital modes and The Gladstone Signal 
Spotting Challenge (GSSC) using CW, WSPR and 
FST4W modes. 


The April 8"" event will run from 1400-2400 UTC 
and amateurs may operate on any band and any 
mode from 6-160 meters (except the WARC 
bands.) All the details may be _ found 
at 


If you have any questions or know of a club that 
would be interested in having a presentation to 
learn more about the science around the events, 
please contact the HamSCl Public Relations Of- 
ficer, Ed Efchak WX2R at 


Tell your hams to save the dates...get on the air... 
and please send in a log. 


Ed Efchak WX2R 
Public Information Coordinator, 
Northern New Jersey Section 


Athens Ham interviewed for podcast 


In this two-part epi- 
sode of "Then 
Again" at the North- 
east Georgia Histo- 
ry Center, Claudeyy 
Ray, AC4SH, aly 
member of the Ath- =} 

ens Georgia Radio peas 4 t%p 
Club, was __ inter-)yetsgutiemmemmnt Phe 
viewed to discuss® cane 
the world of ama-Fy 
teur radio. 


Then Again Podcast 


Tuning in to HAM Radio 
Partl 


Special Guest 
Claude Ray 


Listen Here: 
Apple podcasts 
Spotify 


Read more about the Northeast Georgia History 
Center at 


Murray County 


Tower work was ac- 


complished by 
Carter Grant, 
KN4KBL_ at __ the 
_.countys EOC / 


Upcoming Events 


As of March 11th these 4 parks do not have any- 
one claiming them for either of the two days. It's 
time to get some on your calendar for another 
great GA POTA event. 


K-2195: Reed Bingham State Park 

K-2197: Seminole State Park 

K-2200: Stephen C Foster State Park 

K-7861: Suwannee River Eco-Lodge State Park 


Activating 58 Georgia 
p State Parks 
Georgian. 4" weekend of April 
State Parks 
ont lite) 


The Georgia State Parks on the Air event 
returns for a 2nd year on April 6-7, 2024 
The objective - POTA activations of all 
Georgia State Parks during a single 
weekend. 

The goal this year includes 52 POTA Parks 
and we are looking for a clean sweep. 
New rules make it easier to succeed in the 
challenge - several new categories and 
bonuses will attract more activators as 
well. Signups and further information are 
available on the website: 


https://gaparks.org 


Although we can "share" parks with other POTA 
activators, we do want to get as many of the Geor- 
gia State Parks on the POTA spotter during the 
weekend of April 6-7, 2024. 


Athens POTA Sprint — May 4 @ 2pm 
A-T-H-G-A 


Yellow Jack- 
et Net 


Join Audrey, 
KM4BUN on 
the W4AQL 
repeater eve- 
ry Thursday 
night at 9:00 
PM for the 
Yellow Jack- 
set Net! 


In addition to 
her demand- 
ing schedule 
of Electrical 
Engineering 
classes at 
Tech, Audrey 
has been 
resurrecting 
the W4AQL shack from a state of nothing 
(everything was moved out of the room) to bring- 
ing everything back into the shack, and making 
Q's on HF! 


The W4AQL Repeater uses a frequency of 145.15 
MHz with a -600 kHz offset and requires a 167.9 
Hz subaudible tone for access. The repeater al- 
ways transmits a 167.9 Hz CTCSS tone on the 
output for those that wish to enable the decode 
feature on their radio. 


N4A wm K-2205 Victoria 
Bryant SP 
N4T 
N4H % K-7904 Broad 
W. 4G aay 4 ° River WMA 
W4A . ‘ K-2205 Watson 
: ® Mill Bridge SP 
te 2177 Fort." Athens Radio Club 
POTA Sprint on 
_ May 4th, 2024 


SS K-7142 


beg Rediands WM 


That spells FUN for Athens Radio Club. Join us at N4A, N4T, N4H, W4G and W4A as we activate 5 parks 
and draw a card from each site. The best poker hand wins the prize. 


KD4QHEB the Athens Radio Club will activate Five POTA sites during the ARC POTA Poker Sprint on May 
4th, 2024. Our purpose is to get lots of Ham Radio Operators on the Air, make them all familiar with Parks 
on the Air, and give POTA Hunters more Georgia parks. 


The Journey to My SKCC Marathon Award 


The Straight Key Century Club (SKCC) is the most ac- 
tive group of mechanical-key Morse code operators. 
Having nearly 28,500 members world-wide, SKCC was 
founded in 2006. The Club's primary purpose is to per- 
petuate the use of three types of manual telegraph 
keys: straight key; sideswiper "cootie"; and semi- auto- 
matic "bug". The essential characteristic of these keys 
is that they do not rely on electronics to produce the 
dits and dahs that make up each Morse code charac- 
ter. 


SKCC offers members a number of opportunities to 
achieve awards. One of those is the Marathon Award. 
This award requires 100 QSO, each 60 minutes or 
longer, and each with a different SKCC member. 
Since its inception in Jan 2008, only 26 operators have 
earned the award. | was awarded my Marathon 
Award, Number 26, on February 25th, 2024 after 11+ 
months working towards it. This is the story of my Mar- 
athon journey. 


| have been a member of the Straight Key Century 
Club (SKCC) for several years. In March of 2023, | 
was in the process of obtaining the required QSOs for 
the various achievements of Centurion, Tribune and 
finally Senator. As | was plugging away and logging 
SKCC QSOs, a SKCC Op asked me if | would be inter- 
ested in doing a Marathon QSO with him. | wasn’t 
even sure what that meant. | figured it was long but 
really didn’t know how long. A “Marathon QSO” is a 
CW QSO that lasts a minimum of 60 minutes using a 
straight key, sideswiper or bug. 


My longest QSO at that point had been about 15 
minutes. My first thought was “no way | can do a 60 
minute QSO.” My second thought was “maybe | could 
try.” And before | knew it, | was saying “let’s do it!” The 
other Op, Bob (AK9A) had good speed and a good fist. 
He kept each exchange short to make it easier on me. 
As we were going along, | was shocked when he said 
we had only 8 minutes left to 60 minute mark. The 
time went by fast! We completed the Marathon at the 
65 minute point. 


Wow, what a feeling! | was so excited that | spent the 
next 10 minutes detailing the QSO to my OM, David 
(ND1J). | completed the required SKCC paperwork 
and awaited approval of the QSO from the Award Man- 
ager. David asked if | was going to try for the Marathon 
Award, but 100 Marathon QSOs? | wasn’t that dedicat- 
ed. Besides, | was plugging away toward achieving the 
SKCC Senator Award (detailed in the Oct 2023 issue 
of GOMM) and was giving that my top priority. 


Well, shortly after my first Marathon QSO (each QSO is 
just referred to as a “Marathon’”), another person asked 
me to do a Marathon with him, so | did. And then an- 
other. Well, by that time | was really starting to enjoy 
the longer QSOs - getting to really chat with people - 
so | told the SKCC Marathon Manager | was going to 
pursue the award. 


There is no time frame to complete the Marathon 
Award so there really wasn’t any pressure. | found 
thinking of 100 QSOs pretty daunting, so | began look- 
ing at 5 QSO increments. The smaller increments 
made me feel like | was progressing and not looking at 
something too difficult. As | progressed, | also learned 
to use the sideswiper (cootie) and got very good at it. | 
use both a basic straight key and the cootie, but have 
really gotten to prefer the cootie. 


Things were going pretty well, but a broken wrist, a trip 
to Europe and COVID kept me out of the game for a 
couple of months in the autumn. It was hard getting 
started up again. Once recovered, | continued to 
make progress and | had a goal in the back of my mind 
that | would really like to finish up in one year. Howev- 
er, | was being realistic and realized there was nothing 
magic about the one year goal. 


Then, | really hit a plateau. No one was interested in a 
Marathon QSO and this lasted for weeks. Realize that 
very few of the 28,000 plus members pursue this 
award. The main target is those members who are 
working towards it and those 20-plus that have 
achieved it. So, | determined that recruiting was in or- 
der. | started soliciting Marathons from members who 
had never thought of having one (just like | had been 
at the start) and non-members who like CW and were 
willing to join SKCC. 


| asked members in my local club (Fayette County Am- 
ateur Radio Club) and one Op (Dave - N5JEY) gra- 
ciously joined SKCC in order to have a Marathon with 
me. He dusted off his straight key that he had not 
used in years! Not long after, Dave was asked by an- 
other SKCC member to have a Marathon and he did. | 
think | may be seeing him at lot more at SKCC. HI HI! 
The last few weeks, as | got closer, | had LOTS of of- 
fers for Marathons. | think, as people knew | was get- 
ting close, they wanted to help out and | really appreci- 
ated that. 


| had a little pressure since | had to be out of town 
twice in the next couple of weeks in February. It was 
going to be close on the one-year goal but | knew it 
was just a matter of time to complete all 100 QSOs. 
And then, with only 5 more Marathons to go, the un- 
thinkable happened. Our OCF antenna failed, drasti- 
cally limiting the geographic area | could reach. That 
left me with only a 30m and 60m antenna. Luckily, | 
was able to complete 2 more Marathons on 30m. A 
temporary 40m dipole enabled me to do 2 more and 
wow, | was at 99 completed! Several SKCC members 
were wanting to be my 100" but | had already decided 
on the that. | had reached out in advance to the Mar- 
athon Awards Manager at SKCC to make sure there 
would not have a problem with my 100" being with my 
OM. We wanted to make sure no one would view that 
as a conflict of the intent of the award and luckily, it 
was approved. Continued... 


Awards / New Hams 


cont. 

My 100" QSO was on Sunday, Feb 25", on 60 meters, 
with ND1J in North Carolina and me at the home QTH 
in Senoia, GA. | succeeded in completing all 100 Mar- 
athons in just under a year and was awarded Marathon 
#26 later that day by the Awards Manager. 


| never planned to pursue the Marathon Award, some- 
times called the Mt. Everest of CW, but | am so glad | 
did. | improved my ability to move past basic QSO ex- 
changes. | learned to copy from a lot of different fists. 
| increased my copy speed and refined my keying. 
And most important of all, | have made many friends in 
the CW world from these Marathons. That was the 
best outcome of all. It was a fantastic journey and | 
highly recommend CW ops look into it. 


What’s next? | am learning to use our “bug” (a Vibro- 
plex manufactured in 1950) and plan to use it on the air 
very soon. The next achievement for me will be the 
Triple Key Award, which requires having logged 100 
SKCC QSOs on EACH of the three types of keys and 
each of the 300 QSOs being with a different member. 
I'd better get to work! 


Straight Key Century Club membership is free for life 
and more information about SKCC can be found at 
skccgroup.com. 73, de KSMEG, Meg Blubaugh 


TESTING RESULTS: 


Atlanta Radio Club 

VE Test Result 3/10/24 
Technician : Jonathan 
General: Fredericki KQ4BGI 


Amateur Radio Club of Augusta 

4 new Technicians 

1 General — K4SWM, Seth McKinney 
2 Extra 


Fayette County 
Many new Technicians, after they held a class and 
testing event. Names to be listed at a later date. 


Etowah Valley ARC 
7 new Technicians 


If your club provides testing for Amateur Radio li- 
censes, please let us know so the upgrades can 
be congratulated. If you have earned an award, 
send that in, also. 


State ARES Ham of the Year 
Felton Floyd, AF4DN, DEC NW District 


Dots, Dashes & Tidbits 


Georgia Section Nets 


ARES Phone & Digital Nets 
Conducted on Sundays 
unless there is a declared emergency 
Note: GA ARES Net information can be found at 
gaares.org — Select Nets & Frequencies 


Georgia Section ARES Net: 
Section Net Manager: Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
kn4qi@arrl.net 
Sundays @ 2200 UTC on 3975 KHz. 
Net control operator: Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
Alt. net control operator: Jim Altman, W4UCK 
Alt. net control operator: Frank Dean - K4SJR 


Georgia Section ARES Digital Nets: 


Section Digital Net Manager & Asst. Section Traffic 
Manager - Don Jones, K4GO k4go@arrl.net 


Digital Team Leaders also serve as net control operators. 


Winlink Net Manager: Russell Prevost, AB4QQ 
Sun. 0001-2100 Send checkins to GAARES-Net 
Net control operator: Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ 
Net control operator: Mark Bell, N7GRB 

Net control operator: David Blubaugh, ND1J 

Net control operator: Brian Freeman, KN4DLT 
Net control operator: Bill Hall, K9SHRO 


PSK & Traffic Nets Net Manager Kory Oldham, W4RZ 
Traffic Sun. @ 2100 UTC -PSK125 every odd month 
Net control operator: Richard Austin, W4BYT 

Net control operator: David Blubaugh, ND1J 

Net control operator: Bob Garza, K4TLG 

Net control operator: Don Jones, K4GO 

Net control operator: Ken Wallis, KM4HOS 


D-RATS Net Net Manager Brian Freeman - KN4DLT 
Sunday, every even month at 2100 UTC 
Net control operator: Hank Blackwood K4HYJ 


DStar Net 3rd Monday of month, 2030 on REF030B 


A.R.E.S. Monthly Report for February 2024 
Number of DECs/ECs reporting - 40 
Number of ARES nets - 1308 
Nets with NTS liaison - 5 
Number of Exercises & 
Training Sessions - 652 (2337 hrs.) 


Number of Public Service events - 27 (401 hrs.) 

Number of Emergency Operations - 0 (0 hrs.) 

Number of SkyWarn Operations - 17 (65 hrs.) 
Total of Exercises & Events 696 


Total of person hours 2,803 


National Traffic System (NTS) Nets 


CW Nets 
Georgia State Net (GSN): Medium speed CW 
Net Manager, John Laney - K4BAI Alt. 
Daily at 7:00 pm and 10:00 pm on 3549 KHz. 


Georgia Training Net (GTN): Slow speed CW 
Net Manager, Jerry Brunet - WE4GA 
Daily at 9:00 pm 3549 KHz. 


Phone Nets 
Georgia Cracker Net: 
Net Manager, John Collette - AF4XZ 
Daily at 0700 Mon-Sat, 0800 Sun. on 3995 KHz. 


Georgia Single Sideband Association Net: 
Net Manager, Terry Cantrell - W4WTC 
Nightly at 2300 UTC on 3975 KHz. 

web address: gssaradio.net 


Georgia Traffic and Emergency Net (GTEN): 
Net Manager, Louis Hernandez - K4IIE 
Nightly at 2315 UTC on 3982.5 KHz. 


South Central District News 


Billy Walker, N4BWW, Telfair County and Randy 
Brightman, KN4SHQ, Lowndes County will be 
working together as Co-DECs for the South Cen- 
tral District. The counties will be divided into a 
northern zone and southern zone. These ARES 
members have worked together for some time. 


